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MORNING PRAYER – 14th Feb.. 2021 – The Sunday before LENT . 
(Using the Book of Common Prayer - BCP) 

Introduction and Opening Hymn  - 52 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A Sentence of Scripture      

‘ Come to me, all who are weary and burdened,  

and I will give you rest ‘                                                                               

                                                                                                                                    Matthew 11;28 

Sunday 14th 
FEBRUARY 2021 

 
The Sunday before 

LENT 

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Day-spring from on high, be near; 
Day-spring, in my heart appear. 
 
2. Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee: 
joyless is the day's return, 
till thy mercy's beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

 
 

 

3. Visit then this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

Charles Wesley(1707-1788) 

No Service in Church for the next few 
weeks, due to Covid restrictions 

Check online over the weekend for video of the 
recorded Service on Facebook :-  

Rossorry Parish Church 

http://dayspring.com/
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BCP - page 101 
Beloved in Christ,today we offer to Almighty God our worship and praise 
and thanksgiving, to confess our sins and to receive God's forgiveness, to 
hear his holy word proclaimed, to bring before him our needs and the 
needs of the world, and to pray that in the power of his Spirit we may 
serve him and know the greatness of his love. 
A Prayer of Penitence                                                   
Heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault; by what we have done and by what we 
have failed to do. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution    BCP- page 102 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy on you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen. 

O Lord, open our lips:   and our mouth will proclaim your praise 
O God, make speed to save us:   O Lord make haste to help us. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever, Amen 
Praise the Lord:   The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

 

CANTICLE (HYMN 695) 
 

1. God of mercy, God grace, 
show the brightness of your face; 

shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 
fill your Church with light divine; 

and your saving health extend 
to the earth’s remotest end. 
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The First Reading—2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 

The First reading is from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 

 Chapter 4, beginning at verse 3. 

 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In 
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, 
‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 
 
 

 

2. Let the peoples praise you, Lord! 
Be by all that live adored; 

let the nations shout and sing 
glory to their Saviour King; 

at your feet their tribute pay 
and your holy will obey. 

 
3. Let the peoples praise you, Lord! 

Earth shall then her fruits afford; 
God to us his blessing give, 

we to God devoted live: 
all below, and all above, 

one in joy and light and love. 
 

Words:  Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) altd. 
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PSALM 50: 1-6 
 
 

1  The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken  
   and called the world from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2  Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth;  
   our God comes and will not keep silence. 
 
3  Consuming fire goes out before him  
   and a mighty tempest stirs about him. 
 
4  He calls the heaven above,  
   and the earth, that he may judge his people: 
 
5  ‘Gather to me my faithful,  
   who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’ 
 
6  Let the heavens declare his righteousness,  
   for God himself is judge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen 
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Gospel Reading-Mark 9: 2-9 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to St. Mark,  
Chapter 8, beginning at verse 2. 

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, 3and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such as no 
one on earth could bleach them. 4And there  
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 
talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He 
did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud  
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8Suddenly when they looked 
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen 
from the dead. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the Day 
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                                            Apostles’ Creed    BCP – page 112 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN 325 

1. Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

 
2. Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 
3. Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place, 

he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him; 

be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
 

    Dave Evans (b. 1957) 

    based on Exodus 3: 1-6 
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Prayers     BCP – pages 112-113 

The Lord be with you; and also, with you. 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into  
temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Show us your mercy, O Lord;  and grant us your salvation. 
O Lord, save the Queen;  and grant her government wisdom. 
Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness;  and let your servants shout 
for joy. 
O Lord, save your people;  and bless those whom you have chosen. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord;  and let your glory be over all the earth. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us;  and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
THE COLLECT 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 
Give us grace to perceive his glory, 
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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THE COLLECTS 

Collect at Morning Prayer 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, 
to know you is eternal life, and to serve you is perfect freedom: 
Defend us in all assaults of our enemies, 
that we, surely trusting in your protection, 
may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everliving God, 
we give you thanks for bringing us safely to this day: 
Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger, 
and in all things guide us to know and do your will;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Go before us, Lord, in all our doings, with your most gracious favour, 
and further us with your continual help; 
that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you, 
we may glorify your holy name,  
and finally by your mercy attain everlasting life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: 
We humbly pray that your holy Spirit may so guide and govern us, 
That in all the cares and occupations of our daily life, 
We may never forget your presence, 
But may remember that we are always walking in your sight, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
INTERCESSIONS   

Going out as God’s People 
Ending   
The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith: 
 
Blessing.  
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
with you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 
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Dismissal 
 

The Lord bless us and protect us, 

and share the abundance of life in your Name.  

Amen, 

HYMN 643 
 

1.  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

2.  Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 

thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 

 

3.  Be thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight; 

be thou my armour, and be thou my might; 

thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower, 

raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

4.  Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 

thou mine inheritance through all my days; 

thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

5.  High King of heaven, when the battle is done, 

grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heaven’s sun, 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Early Irish 

tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) 

Versified Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 
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 FREEWILL GIVING 

             Even though Services are once again online, throughout this period of the Pan-
demic, the Parish continues to have ongoing costs and your contribution is vital in sus-

taining its work and ministry.  
 

It is therefore important that you continue to send or drop off (subject to current rules) 
your Freewill envelopes to the Parish Office. 

 

If you wish, you may set up a Standing Order with your Bank or Building  
Society to deal with this matter. If you have online banking, you can do this 

without even visiting your Bank. Contact the Office for details. 
 

FREEWILL ENVELOPES FOR 2021 
The Freewill envelopes for 2021 should have been delivered to the  

Parish Visiting Team in the past few weeks. 
 

You should have received a letter from the Rector and next year’s Envelopes  
(Yellow in colour) . 

Any problems or issues or if you are missed out—ring the Parish Office on 02866 329889 
and let Gerry know. 

Next week’s online Services:-  
 
 
 
Ash Wednesday 17th February 
will be a Service for Ash Wednesday 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 21st February 2021      
 

will be Morning Prayer. 
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Green Christian states: 2021 is 
especially important as it’s the 
year of the big COP26 climate 

conference in Glasgow. As their contribution to 
the 2021 Show the Love Campaign Green  
Christian is asking churches and individuals to 
use this Show the Love Prayer and Blessing in 
worship on Sunday 14th February – Saint  
Valentine’s Day. Every February since 2015, 
people from all walks of life have joined the  
Climate Coalition’s Show the Love Campaign. By 
taking part you show the love for everything 
you want to protect from the climate crisis and 
to create a safer world for future generations.  

Show the Love Prayer 2021  

O God who is love .Let love empower our 
compassion. Let love embrace each and  

everyone Let love unite humans and  

non-human In restorative co-existence. O 
Jesus, love come down to earth. May we 
honour the earth. May we honour all that 
dwells in the earth. May we be reconciled 
with the earth. Become what we are, of the 
earth. O Spirit of love Grant us a spirit of  

humility Grant us a spirit of carefulness. 
Grant us a spirit of friendship for the earth 
and all that dwells with us here.           (Toni 
Bennett)  

Show the Love Blessing 2021  

May our loving God, who created the world 
and all that is in it, inspire us to delight in 
our beautiful home, and to live in wonder, 
peace and joy. May our living God keep our 
hearts turned to loving our neighbour and to 
respecting the creation we share. May our 
merciful God help us to live this week in 
goodness and hope, and fill us with God’s 
peace. Amen         (Ash Vale Chapel Poetry )

 
 
 
 
There is always Hope  

Free virtual programme of well-being 
to help reduce stress and improve 
mental health and well-being includes 
workshops and talks on understanding 
self-harm and suicide, bereavement, 
stress management, self-care, art,     
yoga  nutrition, mindfulness etc.  

Tickets can be booked via  
Eventbrite.  For further information 

visit www.theaislingcentre.com  
or contact the Aisling Centre on  

028 66 325811 

 

http://www.theaislingcentre.com
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‘Church of Ireland Gazette’ digital archive completed as  
Archbishop John McDowell reviews 1990s editions 

The Church of Ireland Gazette Digital Archive is now complete. All editions of the newspaper from its 
foundation in 1856 up to and including 2010 are freely available electronically, allowing the worldwide 
audience to view and search it using any name, place, or other search term. This gifts everybody from the 
cursory reader to the academic researcher with access to this extensive resource here: https://
esearch.informa.ie/rcb 
Written and read by lay and clerical members and others, the Gazette provides the longest–running  
public commentary on the Church’s affairs, and as such is recognised as a valuable primary source for  
understanding the complexities and nuance of Church of Ireland and indeed wider Protestant identity, as 
well as the Church’s contribution to political and cultural life north and south. From 2010, as regular 
readers will know, the Gazette becomes available as an e–paper. 
In 2013, the RCB Library’s ambitious goal to digitize and make freely available the complete run of the 
newspaper began modestly with the content of the 1913 editions uploaded. Since then, a combination of 
state funding, private sponsorship and the support of central Church funds has enabled evolutionary 
growth of the project, and thanks to the generous grant from the Irish Government’s Reconciliation Fund, 
administered by the Department of Foreign Affairs, this is now complete, with a permanent digital archive 
available online for future generations of researchers. 
The Reconciliation Fund grant has further allowed for the ‘Borderless Church’ series (which commenced 
last September) to analyse the content of the paper during each of the five decades between 1950 and 
1999, in six contrasting and varied presentations by a variety of writers.  This is now also available 
through the Library’s online exhibition space here. 
The final ‘Borderless Church’ presentation, on the 1990s, is by the Archbishop of Armagh, the Most Revd 
John McDowell, and is entitled ‘Flicking Through the Pages’. This aptly titled piece is all the more engaging 
because he was ordained right in the middle of the decade – on St Columba’s Day (9th June) 1995 for the 
curacy of Antrim (Connor). Looking back, he reflects that “to read through the Gazettes of the 1990s is to 
be transported to a different aeon, never mind a different century”. The decade “was also the aeon of the 
Celtic Tiger, Drumcree, the Downing Street Declaration, the first and second ceasefires, the Good Friday 
Agreement and the Omagh bombing” and represented “very difficult years” for the Church of Ireland, not 
least in the context of “the event/standoff/siege” that was Drumcree. 
As the crisis deepened in 1996, “letters from North and South and the comments by regular contributors 
make it clear that this issue had become one of major tension within the Church. So much so that the 
Archbishop of Armagh [Archbishop Robin Eames] wrote a long, detailed article for the edition of 26th July 
of that year … [attempting] to address some misconceptions which were widespread at the time,  
particularly the impression that nothing had been done since the debacle in 1995 to address the problem. 
On the contrary, Eames explained, he and others had been active throughout the intervening period  
trying to mediate and moderate. In the same issue, [the columnist] Cromlyn cautions against a hasty rush 
to judgement until the full picture became clearer.” 
Archbishop McDowell pays tribute to several of “the dominant personalities” who led the Church through 
these times, not least “Robin Eames as Archbishop of Armagh with his resilience and steady diplomacy in 
Church and in society.”  Reflecting on the many challenges with which he had to contend, the current 
archbishop concludes how his predecessor “steered a course between urging greater openness and  
Christian compassion on the one hand and providing a shepherd’s care and reassurance to a fragile if  
resilient community on the other. His General Synod speeches and other major interventions during this 
period were reported exhaustively in the Gazette and are without exception weighty, considered and  
conciliatory. There is nothing florid or even particularly eloquent in the conventional sense about them. 
But they were what was needed, not only for the hour, but for the long haul, a prodigy of steadfast and 
sometimes painful endeavour.” 
In addition to paying attention to the lofty issues of national and international significance, Archbishop 
McDowell further reflects on the miscellany of other issues where the Gazette provided the platform for 
discussion and discernment. 

https://esearch.informa.ie/Exe/ZyNET.exe?ZyAction=ZyActionr&Client=7094%5FRCB%20Library%20Archive&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=ANONYMOUS
https://esearch.informa.ie/Exe/ZyNET.exe?ZyAction=ZyActionr&Client=7094%5FRCB%20Library%20Archive&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=ANONYMOUS
https://www.ireland.anglican.org/about/rcb-library/borderless-church

