
MORNING PRAYER – 20th September 2020 – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
(Using the Book of Common Prayer - BCP) 

Introduction and Opening Hymn  -  108 

The Greeting 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A Sentence of Scripture                                               

‘Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near’.  

Isaiah 55:6 

Sunday 20th  
September 2020 
Fifteenth Sunday 

after TRINITY 

PLEASE READ THE SAFETY PROTOCOL ON PAGES 
11 & 12—before the Service begins. 

Please note– The wearing of Face Masks 
in Church,whilst not compulsory—is 

strongly recommended 

1. Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
 
2. O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 
 
3. and that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God's presence, and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 

 

 

 

4. O generous love! that he who smote 
in Man, for man, the foe, 
the double agony in Man, 
for man, should undergo; 
 
5. and in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 
 
6. Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways! 

 

Words: John Henry Newman (1801-90) 

Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-76) 



BCP - page 101 
Beloved in Christ,today we offer to Almighty God our worship and praise 
and thanksgiving, to confess our sins and to receive God's forgiveness, to 
hear his holy word proclaimed, to bring before him our needs and the 
needs of the world, and to pray that in the power of his Spirit we may 
serve him and know the greatness of his love. 
 
A Prayer of Penitence                                                   
Heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault; by what we have done and by what we 
have failed to do. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution    BCP- page 102 
Merciful Lord, 
Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
That we may be cleansed from all our sins, 
And serve you with a quiet mind; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O Lord, open our lips:   and our mouth will proclaim your praise 
O God, make speed to save us:   O Lord make haste to help us. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever, Amen 
Praise the Lord:   The Lord’s name be praised. 
 

Psalm 145: 1-8 
1  I will exalt you, O God my King,  
   and bless your name for ever and ever. 
2  Every day will I bless you  
   and praise your name for ever and ever. 
3  Great is the Lord and highly to be praised;  
   his greatness is beyond all searching out. 
4  One generation shall praise your works to another  
   and declare your mighty acts.  
5  They shall speak of the majesty of your glory,  
   and I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  



6  They shall speak of the might of your marvellous acts,  
   and I will also tell of your greatness. 
7  They shall pour forth the story of your abundant kindness  
   and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
8  The Lord is gracious and merciful,  
   long-suffering and of great goodness.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen 

 
First Reading –Jonah 3: 10– 4:11 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it. 

4 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to 
the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are 
a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life 
from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4And the Lord said, ‘Is it 
right for you to be angry?’ 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east 
of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 
waiting to see what would become of the city. 
6 The Lord God appointed a bush,* and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very  
happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed 
a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God 
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to 
die than to live.’ 
9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he 
said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ 10Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned 
about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be  
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a  
hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also many animals?’ 
  
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Second Reading-Matthew 20: 1-16  

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to Matthew, chapter 20, beginning at verse 1. 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the labourers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4and he 
said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.” So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all 
day?” 7They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 
also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage.* 10Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the  
usual daily wage.11And when they received it, they grumbled against the  
landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not  
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious  
because I am generous?”16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 CANTICLE (HYMN 695) 
1. God of mercy, God grace, 
show the brightness of your face; 
shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 
fill your Church with light divine; 
and your saving health extend 
to the earth’s remotest end. 
 
2. Let the peoples praise you, Lord! 
Be by all that live adored; 
let the nations shout and sing 
glory to their Saviour King; 
at your feet their tribute pay 
and your holy will obey. 

 
3. Let the peoples praise you, Lord! 
Earth shall then her fruits afford; 
God to us his blessing give, 
we to God devoted live: 
all below, and all above, 
one in joy and light and love. 

 

Words:  Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) altd. 

based on Canticle ‘Deus Misereatur’ (Psalm 67) 

Music:  Henry Smart (1813-79) 
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Thought for the Day 

 

Apostles’ Creed    BCP – page 112 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

Hymn 645 

1 Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 

2 Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 

 

3 Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 

4 Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side. 

Maria Willis (1824-1908) 



Prayers     BCP – pages 112-113 

The Lord be with you; and also, with you. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into  
temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord;  and grant us your salvation. 
N.I. [O Lord, save the Queen;  and grant her government wisdom. 
R.I. [O Lord, guide and defend our rulers;  and grant our government wisdom. 
Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness;  and let your servants shout 
for joy. 
O Lord, save your people;  and bless those whom you have chosen. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord;  and let your glory be over all the earth. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us;  and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
THE COLLECTS 

Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

God, 
who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
Grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel; 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



THE COLLECTS 
 

Collect at Morning Prayer 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, 
to know you is eternal life, and to serve you is perfect freedom: 
Defend us in all assaults of our enemies, 
that we, surely trusting in your protection, 
may not fear the power of any adversaries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everliving God, 
we give you thanks for bringing us safely to this day: 
Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger, 
and in all things guide us to know and do your will;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Go before us, Lord, in all our doings, with your most gracious favour, 
and further us with your continual help; 
that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you, 
we may glorify your holy name,  
and finally by your mercy attain everlasting life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: 
We humbly pray that your holy Spirit may so guide and govern us, 
That in all the cares and occupations of our daily life, 
We may never forget your presence, 
But may remember that we are always walking in your sight, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
INTERCESSIONS   
 
Going out as God’s People 
 
Ending   
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope. Amen.  Romans 15: 13 
 
Blessing. The blessing of God almighty… 



HYMN 80 
  

1.  Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning wth thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 

as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

 

   Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 

   morning by morning new mercies I see; 

   all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

   great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2.  Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

3.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Words:  Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 

Music:  W.M. Runyan (1870-1957) 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.. 
Amen. 

PLEASE REMAIN SEATED UNTIL THE USHERS INDICATE 
YOU SHOULD LEAVE BY THE TRANSEPT DOOR 



 
CHURCH SERVICES 

Currently one Service each  
Sunday at 10am in Church 

 
It is lovely to be back and the Safety measures taken 

in  
keeping with Government directions and the Church of Ireland 

Protocol are working very well. 
Some of you are not yet ready to return to Public Worship and 

that is fine. To cater for this:- 
  We are continuing to provide services by other means. The Website 
( www.rossorryparish.com) will continue to provide the text and audio  
recordings of services, ,a shorter version of Morning Prayer and  a shortened 
service of Holy Communion for use on  Sundays . The Rector is currently  
providing recordings of services ( Morning Prayer and Holy Communion) on  
Facebook (Rossorry Parish Church) which you can follow at the time or at a 
time which is more suited to you or your family. 

 

HARVEST SERVICES for 2020 

 

 

 

Services will be :- 

10am  - Sunday 4th October 2020 will be a  

Service of the Word—suitable for all  

including families 

7pm—Sunday 4th October 2020 will be a Harvest Thanksgiving of a 
more traditional format. 

Please decide which suits best for you and your family. 
 

Looking forward to having you join us. 
 

Due to current Covid restrictions on the use of our Church—there will be no 
Friday evening service this year. 



EASTER GENERAL VESTRY 
You will recall that due to Covid-19  

restrictions that this year’s Easter General 
Vestry was postponed from its usual time, 

shortly after Easter. 
 
 

The Archbishop has now approved the holding of Easter General  
Vestries before the end of September 2020. 

ROSSORRY EASTER GENERAL VESTRY will now take place on  
This Thursday -24th September at 7.30 pm in the Church. 

 
As this is a Triennial year –as well as electing Church Wardens and 
Vestry Members, we will also elect Parochial Nominators and Synod 

Members (and Supplementalists) .  

This is an important part of Church life and you are encouraged to 
attend and play your part in the governance of your Church. 

 
FREEWILL GIVING 

Even though Services have resumed at Church many of you may 
not be able or ready to attend but you may still contribute your 
weekly collection envelopes and other donations. We will  
continue to provide a safe collection service at the Church door. 

On the last Saturday of each month— 
(next date—Saturday 26th September 2020 ) you will be 

able to bring your envelopes or send them with a friend to the church door and two mem-
bers of the Select Vestry will be there to receive them. We plan to have a system in place 
where you can drive up and drop off your donation and at the same time observe social  

distancing. 
Throughout the period of the Pandemic, the Parish continues to have ongoing costs and 

your contribution is vital in sustaining its work and ministry.  
If you wish, you may set up a Standing Order with your Bank or Building Society to deal 
with this matter. If you have online banking, you can do this without even visiting your 

Bank. The information you would need is:-   
 
 

 
 
 
 

You may also drop envelopes off at the Parish Office letter box or consider a bank  
transfer—include the Reference “ FREEWILL + your envelope number “—so we know who 

has sent it for recording purposes. 

Account name :-  ‘Rossorry Parochial Christian Stewardship’ 
ULSTER BANK Ltd. 
Sort code 98 06 50 

Account number 47986357 



PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO REVIEW THE ARRANGEMENTS  

BELOW—DESIGNED TO HELP YOUR SAFE VISIT TO CHURCH 
Due to the restrictions of social distancing and hygiene, things will be different and 
many aspects of the temporary way of doing things may be challenging but we ask 

for your patience and cooperation. You will find below an outline of the practical 
points involved if you wish to attend church at this time. 

 
• Do not come to church if displaying any COVID-19 symptoms. From 31st July, 

those who have been shielding and others who are generally vulnerable are  
 advised to use extreme caution in public spaces and during interactions with 
 others. Please follow relevant government guidance regarding isolation and 
 booking a test if you have any of the symptoms. Many parishioners are nervous 
 about coming out and it is perfectly understandable for people to wish to  
 remain at home. 
• Please do not feel obliged to attend church at his time if you have any concerns  
 regarding your health – an online recording of our services will continue for 
  foreseeable future. 
• Please note that due to physical distancing restrictions, the number of people 

we are permitted to have in our churches is greatly reduced. We apologise in 
advance, but any additional numbers may not be admitted. 

•  Please do not congregate in car park or church porch. 
•  Please use hand sanitiser provided on entering and leaving church. 
• On entering church, you will be directed to a pew (which may not be your nor-

mal seat) by one of the stewards. Please remain in your seat for the duration of 
the service and only sit with members of your own household. 

•  
•  No hymn/prayer books are permitted although you may bring your own. There 

will be printed service sheets in the pews allocated for seating. At present  
 Congregational singing is not permitted and we are also required make the  
 Service shorter for health reasons. 
• At all times please always observe relevant physical distancing. 
• Toilets are open during the service however should you wish to use them please 

ensure you use the cleaning materials provided to wipe down surfaces after 
use. 

•  At the end of the service please follow the directions of the stewards. Do not 
 leave your seat until directed to do so. We will operate a one-way system. 
• There will be a retiring collection rather than our usual offering.  

 A box is provided at the Exit Door 
•  Please bring tissues with you if you require them and if used please dispose of 
 properly in bin provided or bring them home. If you wish to wear a mask, 
 please do so. 
•  Please be aware that for these measures to be successful additional time 
 should be allowed on arrival. 
• Due to strict cleaning requirements there will be limited access to the churches  
 outside of Sundays - if you need access please contact the Rector. 



 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, some parishioners have been putting aside their  

Freewill Envelopes.   

Kindly bring them with you, if, or when you feel ready to return to Church. 

 

     Alternatively, you can pop them or a crossed Cheque through the letter 
box at  the Parish Office or do a bank transfer or set up a Standing Order.  

(Use your Envelope Number as a reference) 

(If you need help with this – ring the Parish Office for guidance- 02866 
329889) 

 

• Please complete the contact details sheet including your seat number.  
This is to facilitate contact tracing if required. 

 

• Place the completed Contact Tracing sheet in the box beside the Exit 


