
A SHORTENED FORM OF MORNING PRAYER – 5th April 2020 – Palm Sunday 
(Using the Book of Common Prayer - BCP) 

A Sentence of Scripture                                               
God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 
                                                                                                           
BCP - page 101 

Beloved in Christ, we come together to offer to Almighty God our worship and praise and 

thanksgiving, to confess our sins and to receive God's forgiveness, to hear his holy word proclaimed, 

to bring before him our needs and the needs of the world, and to pray that in the power of his Spirit 
we may serve him and know the greatness of his love. 
 

A Prayer of Penitence                                                   
Heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and 

deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault; by what we have 

done and by what we have failed to do. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake 

of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you 

in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

The Absolution    BCP- page 102 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Canticle 

 

Psalm 118 v 1-2, 19-29  BCP – page 730 

1  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ♦︎ 
   his mercy endures for ever. 

2  Let Israel now proclaim, ♦︎ 
   ‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 

19  Open to me the gates of righteousness, ♦︎ 
   that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

20  This is the gate of the Lord; ♦︎ 
   the righteous shall enter through it. 

21  I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me ♦︎ 
   and have become my salvation. 

22  The stone which the builders rejected ♦︎ 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 

23  This is the Lord’s doing, ♦︎ 
   and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24  This is the day that the Lord has made; ♦︎ 
   we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25  Come, O Lord, and save us we pray. ♦︎ 
   Come, Lord, send us now prosperity. 

26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; ♦︎ 
   we bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27  The Lord is God; he has given us light; ♦︎ 
   link the pilgrims with cords 
      right to the horns of the altar. 



28  You are my God and I will thank you; ♦︎ 
   you are my God and I will exalt you. 

29  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; ♦︎ 
   his mercy endures for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

A Bible reading  Matthew 21:1-11 

  

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 

immediately.*’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd* spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11The 

crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

Thought for the Day 
 

Apostles’ Creed    BCP – page 112 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers     BCP – pages 112-113 

 
The Lord be with you; and also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 



Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; and grant us your salvation. 

N.I. [O Lord, save the Queen; and grant her government wisdom.] 

R.I. [O Lord, guide and defend our rulers; and grant our government wisdom.] 

Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness; and let your servants shout for joy. 

O Lord, save your people; and bless those whom you have chosen. 

Give peace in our time, O Lord; and let your glory be over all the earth. 

O God, make clean our hearts within us; and renew us by your Holy Spirit. 
 

THE COLLECTS 
 
Collect of the Sixth Sunday in Lent 
Almighty and everlasting God,  
who, in your tender love towards the human race,  
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our flesh  
and to suffer death upon the cross:  
Grant that we may follow the example  
of his patience and humility,  
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Lenten Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God,  
you hate nothing that you have made  
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:  
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts  
that we, worthily lamenting our sins  
and acknowledging our wretchedness,  
may receive from you, the God of all mercy,  
perfect remission and forgiveness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
 

Ending                                                                            BCP – page 116 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. Amen.  Romans 15: 13 
 

Blessing 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen 
 


